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Objectives

• Learn the role and function of the NBRC
• Understand the Credential Maintenance Program (CMP)
• Discuss updates to the credentialing system



NBRC Sponsoring Organizations

NBRC Board of Trustees
AARC 15 Respiratory Therapists 9 Respiratory Therapists

Current Future

AARC 15 Respiratory Therapist 9 Respiratory Therapists

CHEST 5 Physicians 3 Physicians

ATS 5 Physicians 3 Physicians

ASA 5 Physicians 3 Physicians

The NBRC elects one public member 
to complete the governing body.

Judicial and Ethics Committee:
Violate testing rules
Misuse credentials
Commit practice related offense
License revoked or denied
Violate copyright/trademark lawas 



The NBRC and Other Respiratory Care Organizations



NCCA Accreditation
In 1977, NBRC became one of the first four groups to receive accreditation from the National Commission for Certifying 
Agencies (NCCA) and remains the only one of those four groups to be continuously accredited. 

Mission of the NCCA: 
Help ensure health, welfare, and safety of the public
Establish standards
Evaluate compliance with standards
Recognize programs demonstrating compliance
Be a resource on quality certification

All NBRC credentialing examinations are accredited by the National Commission for 
Certifying Agencies (NCCA) and reviewed every five years as part of the accreditation 
renewal process. 



Recognition of NBRC Credentials

State Licensure Agencies
The practice of respiratory care is regulated in 49 states.
Several states require the RRT credential for initial licensure.

Employers
NBRC credentials are required by employers. 



NBRC Credentials of Excellence

• Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT)
• Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT)
• Certified Pulmonary Function Technologist (CPFT)
• Registered Pulmonary Function Technologist (RPFT)
• Neonatal/Pediatric Respiratory Care Specialist (RRT-NPS)
• Sleep Disorders Specialist (CRT-SDS or RRT-SDS)
• Adult Critical Care Specialist (RRT-ACCS)

• Asthma Educator Specialist (AE-C)  NEW! 



As of September 1, 2022, the 
NBRC assumed the Certified 
Asthma Educator (AE-C) 
program and all assets of the 
National Asthma Educator 
Certification Board (NAECB). 

This multidisciplinary program is 
a great addition to our current 
offerings and will continue to be 
provided by us without 
disruption. 



Certified Asthma Educator (AE-C) Credential Holders -
Welcome to the NBRC! We are so excited to bring this program under 
our umbrella of specialty credentials.

• Your credential is now valid through the last day of the month and year noted on your certificate.
• The Credential Maintenance Program (CMP) is the pathway to recertify your NBRC credential. The 

CMP fee is $125 collected annually in $25 increments over the 5-year credential term. 
• Recertification must be completed online. Only individuals selected for audit are required to 

submit documentation of continuing education credits.
• After you complete the recertification process, you will receive an NBRC electronic certificate and 

wallet card with the option to purchase a hard copy of each if you choose.
• You have two options to maintain your AE-C credential every five years. Option 1 is to document 30 

CEUs over your 5-year credential term. Option 2 is to retake the examination before your 
credential expires. Either option updates your credential for 5 years. More information can be 
found on our website.

• If your credential expires and you are within six months of credential expiration, you may enter 
your CEUs online and pay a $250 reinstatement fee. Your CEUs must have been earned during your 
five-year credential term. CEUs obtained after your credential expiration are not accepted. If your 
credential is expired more than six months, you must retest to reinstate your credential.

• The Practitioner Portal at nbrc.org is where you access the CMP, pay the annual invoice, apply for 
examinations, order credential verification letters and other products, and find important 
information in the Message Center. Create an online Practitioner Portal account at nbrc.org. 



Credential 
Maintenance Program 
(CMP)

• Three ways to 
participate

• Assessments are 
included for each 
credential.

• Content focuses on 
competencies that put 
the public at risk and 
practices that change 
rapidly.

• References to learning 
resources for each 
assessment item are 
provided.

• Practitioners access a 
dashboard to check 
progress.



Earn CRCE Credit Starting Now!
NEW – complete at least 90% of assessment
questions to earn CRCE credits!

NBRC has been approved to award CRCE credits to credentialed practitioners who participate in our Credential 
Maintenance Program (CMP) by completing at least 90% of assessment questions available in a calendar year. 
Credential holders who complete 90% of RT assessments in the calendar year will earn 6 CRCE credits and those who 
complete 90% of specialty credential assessments will earn 3 CRCE credits.

To facilitate this new CRCE opportunity, credential holders will have access to all assessments January 1 through 
December 31 (assessments no longer expire 6 months after release) and assessments will be available in the fifth 
year of the credentialing cycle (previously excluded for CEUs to be earned).

These CMP assessment details remain the same:
• Assessments will be released quarterly.
• Assessments for CRTs and RRTs contain 10 questions (40 total questions per year).
• Assessments for specialty credentials contain 5 questions (20 total questions per year).
• The cost to participate in the CMP is $125 total, collected annually in $25 increments over the 5-year credential 

cycle.



CMP Details

• Items are developed by a panel of RTs and physicians.
• Assessments are released quarterly and available for the 

entire calendar year, plus one month.
• CRT/RRT = 10 items Specialty Credentials = 5 items
• Mobile friendly platform allows for access on a phone, tablet 

or computer.
• Items can be answered all at once or return later to 

complete.
• Able to use resources (journal articles, books, internet 

searches, etc.).
• Must work independently, cannot share information, system 

captures copy and print attempts. 



Accessing the Assessments



Before you start an assessment item…



Sample Item



We want your feedback…



We’ll give you feedback…



Review questions and answers…



Peer Performance
Statistics are calculated at the end of each quarter to give 
feedback to participants in the dashboard. 



Practitioner Portal Home Screen



Enter CE Courses

Add courses at any time.

Recertify up to 6 months before 
expiration. 



Add 
Course

Courses 
must be 
completed in 
your 5-year 
credential 
cycle. 



CE Total and List 
Updated

System updates number of 
hours documented

List of courses entered 
available 

Import CRCE courses 
available for AARC members



Supporting you and the respiratory community



CHOOSE to GIVE

The 2022 CHOOSE TO GIVE Campaign supports the long-term recruitment, retention and 
advancement of respiratory therapists – and it costs credentialed practitioners nothing extra to 
participate. That’s because we’ve built the entire program into our annual credential maintenance 
fee. Through this give-back initiative, the NBRC Board of Trustees invites you to join us in making a 
collective difference by designating a portion of your annual fee to fund scholarships, grants and 
awards for current and future practitioners.



As part of its 2022 Choose to Give initiative, the NBRC will give more 
than $2 million in scholarship funds to accredited respiratory care 
education programs. Each of 400-plus programs accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC) will receive 
$5,000 to use toward scholarships for current and future practitioners.

NBRC supported the Coalition for Baccalaureate and Graduate 
Respiratory Therapy Education (CoBGRTE) with two post-graduate 
scholarships.

NBRC - Funding Scholarships for RT Education



Lambda Beta Society Scholarships and Awards
Any student currently enrolled in a respiratory care program at a Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory

Care (CoARC) accredited school may apply. These awards also include $750 in travel expenses and full
registration to the current year’s AARC International Congress.

Frederic Helmholz, MD Scholarship – Up to $2,500

Presented on the merit of an independent, original narrative review of literature related to 
respiratory care practice.

CoARC Stephen P. Mikles, EdD, RRT, FAARC Media Award – $2,000

Presented on the merit of an original presentation relevant to respiratory care. Acceptable 
formats include PowerPoint or other digital presentation platforms, video presentations, or a 
CDROM/DVDROM.

NBRC/Hill Leadership Award – Up to $2,000

Presented to a student who has shown exemplary leadership in their educational career and 
volunteer and community service.

Visit lambdabeta.org for award rubrics, checklists, and applications. Candidates must meet 
application requirements.



American Respiratory Care Foundation Awards
The following are awards endowed by the NBRC. These awards also include airfare, lodging and registration 
for AARC Congress.

Frederic Helmholz, MD Educational Research Fund – Up to $5,000
Awarded to qualified investigators in the field of respiratory care for educational or credentialing research.

NBRC Gareth B. Gish, MS, RRT, Memorial Postgraduate Education Recognition Award – Up to $5,000
Presented to a respiratory therapist pursuing postgraduate education leading to an advanced degree.

NBRC William W. Burgin, Jr., MD & Robert M. Lawrence, MD Education Recognition Award – Up to $7,500
Presented to a third- or fourth-year student enrolled in a CoARC-accredited respiratory therapy program 
leading to a baccalaureate degree.

NBRC Gary A. Smith Educational Award for Innovation in Education Achievement – $2,500
Presented to an individual who uses innovative educational methods in formal respiratory care education 
programs, clinical education training programs and patient education programs that address current 
challenges in respiratory care education.

Visit arcfoundation.org for more information and applications.

https://arcfoundation.org/how-we-give/student-awards/


MoreRTs.com
Through our collaborative website, MoreRTs.com, the NBRC has joined forces with the AARC 
and CoARC to increase recognition of the difference you make in patients’ lives – and the 
growing need for more respiratory therapists. 

We invite your support in making others aware of the need for more RTs. By sharing your own 
experiences as part of our national campaign, you can help bolster our power to make a difference as 
one collective voice.

We are all working toward the same goal – choosing to give 
hope and making life better for people with respiratory 
illnesses.

https://www.morerts.com/


OUR EFFORTS TO DELIVER SOLUTIONS
• As part of our goal to bring more 

respiratory therapists into the 
profession and advance specialization, 
the National Board for Respiratory 
Care (NBRC), the American 
Association for Respiratory Care 
(AARC) and the Commission on 
Accreditation for Respiratory Care 
(CoARC) have jointly launched a multi-
year, national campaign to:

• Raise public awareness of the value of 
the respiratory care profession

• Recruit and retain more respiratory 
therapists

• Identify, shape and inspire new 
leadership in the profession





Advance Your Career: Become a 
Respiratory Care Educator

Three reasons you should join the higher education team in the field of 
respiratory care:

The opportunities – and the rewards – are limitless. The world needs more RTs, 
and you can help meet rising demand in more ways than one. Learn more by 
visiting Educators at MoreRTs.com – watch videos, view educator qualifications, 
visit job boards and more!

http://nbrc.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0yNDIxNjYwJnA9MSZ1PTUyNjE5NTE1MiZsaT0yNDA1NTQ0Mg/index.html


MoreRTs.com



Things you should know…



Examination Changes Coming in 2027
At its April 9, 2022, meeting, the NBRC Board of Trustees voted to make a significant change to 
the examination system for the CRT and RRT credentials. This change aligns with the Board’s long-
range goals to streamline the transition from graduation to entry into practice. 

A single multiple-choice examination designed to cover the breadth of knowledge and depth of 
clinical judgement needed to document the competencies of respiratory therapists who achieve 
CRT and RRT credentials will be implemented in 2027, eliminating the Clinical Simulation 
Examination. The new test will be called the Respiratory Therapy Examination.

The Respiratory Therapy Examination will be assembled in two sections, one to assess candidates’ 
breadth of knowledge and one to assess their depth of clinical judgment. The breadth of 
knowledge section will be organized around the same content domains and cognitive levels that 
have guided development of the Therapist Multiple-Choice Examination. The depth of clinical 
judgment section will be organized around the following elements of the current simulation 
examination:

• Patient types (e.g., chronic airways disease, trauma, cardiac)

• Settings (in-hospital, out-of-hospital)

• Patient ages (neonate, pediatric, adult)

• Clinical activities (information gathering, decision making)



Single Exam FAQs
Q: How will the CRT and RRT credentials be awarded to passing candidates?
A: The examination will have two cut scores that determine whether passing candidates receive credentials as a CRT or as an RRT.
Individuals achieving the low-cut score earn the CRT credential and those who achieve the high-cut score earn the RRT credential.
Q: What if I pass the Therapist Multiple-Choice Examination at the high cut score and don’t successfully complete the Clinical Simulation 
Examination before December 31, 2026?
A: The CSE will be available through December 31, 2027, for those individuals who pass the TMC at the high cut score prior to
December 31, 2026. Alternatively, individuals may also take the new exam and pass at the high cut score to earn the RRT credential 
after January 1, 2027.
Q: How much will the Respiratory Therapy Examination cost?
A: The cost for the first attempt will be $325 and the cost for each repeat attempt will be $225.
Q: How many questions are on the Respiratory Therapy Examination?
A: The examination will have 160 scored multiple-choice questions.
Q: What is the time limit for the examination?
A: The examination time limit will be 4 hours; administered in 2-hour sessions with a 10-minute break between sessions. Candidates 
who finish the first session in less than two hours may begin the second session when they are ready. Candidates may also choose
not to take the 10-minute break.

As we work towards implementation in 2027, we will post new information on our website and social media outlets.



Credentialing Examination Content Updates
•PFT Examination
In 2021, we completed a Pulmonary Function Technologist (PFT) job analysis study to identify critical 
tasks performed by PFTs who practice in the United States. ​Candidates for the entry level (CPFT) and 
advanced level (RPFT) credentials will see new content on examinations starting in October of this 
year. 

•SDS Examination
A job analysis was conducted in 2021 and new content is expected to be implemented in September 
2023. The results of the job analysis study will be shared later this year.



Digital Badges

• Launched in 2021 to serve as a quick 
and reliable way to share and verify 
credentials.

• Displays all credentials that a 
practitioner has earned, including 
specialty credentials. Can easily be 
added to an email signature, 
resume, or social media profiles.

• Awarded upon earning a new 
credential and may be used through 
December 31.

• Available as soon as a credentialed 
practitioner submits their annual 
payment and valid thru December 
31 of that year. Digital badges will 
then need to be reactivated on a 
yearly basis which is done by 
submitting annual payment or 
support payment.



Message Center



LiveChat Available!
• Candidates and 

credentialed 
practitioners can 
get real time help at 
nbrc.org by starting 
a LiveChat. 

• Customer Care 
representatives are 
available to assist 
Monday – Friday 
during business 
hours. 

• Option to email for 
assistance is 
available during off 
hours. 



Follow Us on Social Media

#NBRC #ExcellenceDefinesUs

the_nbrc@NBRC_tweets



How to contact us:



Thank you for your time!
Visit nbrc.org for more information about:

• Specialty credentials
• Examination application and scheduling process
• Videos to guide you through the rules, tools and processes 

involved in achieving and maintaining NBRC credentials
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